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Y11 ‘Of Mice and Men’ revision tasks – Friday 24th February

‘Of Mice and Men’ Y11 Revision Tasks – Friday 24 February
1. Answer the following questions and research any you are not sure of:
Scroll through the page to review your answers. The correct answer is highlighted in  green.  Your incorrect answers (if any) are highlighted in  red.  If you'd like to take the test over again, click the reset button at the end of the test. 

1. Of Mice and Men was first published in what year?

[image: image2.wmf](A) 1919 

[image: image3.wmf](B) 1962 

[image: image4.wmf](C) 1937 

[image: image5.wmf](D) 1939 
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2. What is the name of the town from which George and Lennie are fleeing when the story opens?

[image: image8.wmf](A) Weed

[image: image9.wmf](B) Soledad

[image: image10.wmf](C) Salinas

[image: image11.wmf](D) The town is never named.
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3. What excites Lennie most about his dream life with George?

[image: image14.wmf](A) He will learn to farm.

[image: image15.wmf](B) He will get to tend rabbits.

[image: image16.wmf](C) They will both find “purty” girls and settle down.

[image: image17.wmf](D) He will strike it rich panning for gold.
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4. Why is Candy unable to imagine getting rid of his old dog?

[image: image20.wmf](A) The dog is a fine watchdog.

[image: image21.wmf](B) He makes too much money breeding the animal.

[image: image22.wmf](C) He promised his wife on her deathbed that he would care for it.

[image: image23.wmf](D) He has had the dog since it was a puppy.

[image: image24.wmf]
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5. Why does Curley wear a Vaseline-filled glove on one hand?

[image: image26.wmf](A) He wants to keep his hand soft for his wife.

[image: image27.wmf](B) His hand was mangled in a piece of farm equipment.

[image: image28.wmf](C) He is soothing an old boxing injury.

[image: image29.wmf](D) He is incredibly vain.

[image: image30.wmf]
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6. Why does Carlson insist on shooting Candy’s dog?

[image: image32.wmf](A) The dog has attacked several people.

[image: image33.wmf](B) Carlson is mean-spirited and drunk.

[image: image34.wmf](C) Carlson believes the dog is too old and decrepit to be of any use.

[image: image35.wmf](D) Carlson hates dogs.

[image: image36.wmf]
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7. Whit enters the bunkhouse with a magazine featuring a man he used to work with. Why is the man in the magazine?

[image: image38.wmf](A) He wrote a letter to the editor, praising the publication.

[image: image39.wmf](B) He was an undercover journalist, who wrote a piece exposing the difficult working conditions of migrant farmers.

[image: image40.wmf](C) He is a fugitive, the subject of a nationwide manhunt.

[image: image41.wmf](D) He recently bought a farm much like the one George and Lennie hope to own.
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8. What is Old Susy’s place?

[image: image44.wmf](A) A restaurant

[image: image45.wmf](B) A saloon

[image: image46.wmf](C) George’s mother’s home

[image: image47.wmf](D) A flophouse

[image: image48.wmf]
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9. Who discovers Curley’s dead wife?

[image: image50.wmf](A) George

[image: image51.wmf](B) Curley

[image: image52.wmf](C) Candy

[image: image53.wmf](D) Carlson

[image: image54.wmf]
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10. What does Curley wear to set himself apart from the other men?

[image: image56.wmf](A) A denim jacket

[image: image57.wmf](B) High-heeled boots

[image: image58.wmf](C) A bull whip

[image: image59.wmf](D) Gloves

[image: image60.wmf]
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11. Who cared for Lennie before George?

[image: image62.wmf](A) Lennie’s aunt Clara

[image: image63.wmf](B) Lennie’s mother

[image: image64.wmf](C) George’s aunt Clara

[image: image65.wmf](D) George’s mother

[image: image66.wmf]
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12. Of Mice and Men is set in which decade?

[image: image68.wmf](A) 1910s

[image: image69.wmf](B) 1920s

[image: image70.wmf](C) 1930s

[image: image71.wmf](D) 1940s

[image: image72.wmf]
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13. What does Curley’s wife offer to let Lennie touch?

[image: image74.wmf](A) Her dress

[image: image75.wmf](B) Her face

[image: image76.wmf](C) Her hand

[image: image77.wmf](D) Her hair

[image: image78.wmf]
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14. To whom does Candy look for advice before allowing Carlson to shoot his dog?

[image: image80.wmf](A) Lennie

[image: image81.wmf](B) Crooks

[image: image82.wmf](C) Slim

[image: image83.wmf](D) The boss

[image: image84.wmf]
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15. Why do many critics find fault with Of Mice and Men?

[image: image86.wmf](A) They believe that the book is too short.

[image: image87.wmf](B) They find Steinbeck’s portrayal of Lennie excessively sentimental.

[image: image88.wmf](C) They wish that the story had a happy ending.

[image: image89.wmf](D) They believe that the story does not accurately depict life during the Depression.

[image: image90.wmf]
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16. How does Steinbeck foreshadow the death of Curley’s wife?

[image: image92.wmf](A) He dresses the woman in fancy red shoes.

[image: image93.wmf](B) He opens the chapter in which she dies with Lennie petting his dead puppy.

[image: image94.wmf](C) He gives her a moving speech in which she admits her dream of being a movie star.

[image: image95.wmf](D) He points out several times that Lennie doesn’t like her.

[image: image96.wmf]
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17. How did Crooks get his name?

[image: image98.wmf](A) He was born with it.

[image: image99.wmf](B) He has a crooked back.

[image: image100.wmf](C) He served time in jail for robbery.

[image: image101.wmf](D) He has a crooked smile.

[image: image102.wmf]
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18. Before George meets Lennie in the woods in the final scene, whose gun does he take?

[image: image104.wmf](A) Carlson’s

[image: image105.wmf](B) Slim’s

[image: image106.wmf](C) Curley’s

[image: image107.wmf](D) Candy’s

[image: image108.wmf]
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19. What does George say to Lennie before shooting him?

[image: image110.wmf](A) He tells Lennie that he is a bad man and that he deserves to die.

[image: image111.wmf](B) He tells Lennie that he has no other choice but to shoot him since it’s the law.

[image: image112.wmf](C) He tells Lennie the story of their farm.

[image: image113.wmf](D) He tells Lennie he’s sorry that he let him down.

[image: image114.wmf]
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20. When Lennie drops down next to the pool of water as the story opens, what is George’s advice to him?

[image: image116.wmf](A) He tells him to drink up now, because there’s no telling when they’ll find water again.

[image: image117.wmf](B) He tells him to bathe.

[image: image118.wmf](C) He tells him to wash his hands after playing with the dead mouse.

[image: image119.wmf](D) He tells him not to drink too much water to avoid getting sick.

[image: image120.wmf]
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21. Who is the only man to understand the bond between Lennie and George?

[image: image122.wmf](A) Crooks

[image: image123.wmf](B) Curley

[image: image124.wmf](C) Slim

[image: image125.wmf](D) None of the men understand their bond.

[image: image126.wmf]
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22. After killing Curley’s wife, which of the following pairs does Lennie imagine appears to chastise his behavior?

[image: image128.wmf](A) Aunt Clara and his mother

[image: image129.wmf](B) Aunt Clara and a giant rabbit

[image: image130.wmf](C) George and Curley

[image: image131.wmf](D) George and Curley’s wife

[image: image132.wmf]
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23. Whom do Lennie and George agree to let live on their farm?

[image: image134.wmf](A) Candy

[image: image135.wmf](B) Curley’s wife

[image: image136.wmf](C) Old Susy

[image: image137.wmf](D) Slim

[image: image138.wmf]
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24. Why doesn’t Crooks allow Lennie to enter his room at first?

[image: image140.wmf](A) Because Lennie isn’t much of a conversationalist and Crooks enjoys talking long into the night

[image: image141.wmf](B) Because he fears Lennie’s strength

[image: image142.wmf](C) Because he says a white man shouldn’t be allowed in his room since he is not allowed in the white men’s bunkhouse

[image: image143.wmf](D) Because he prefers to keep to himself

[image: image144.wmf]
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25. Disappointed with her life, Curley’s wife wonders where she would be if she had followed her dreams and become which of the following things?

[image: image146.wmf](A) A movie star

[image: image147.wmf](B) A schoolteacher

[image: image148.wmf](C) A showgirl

[image: image149.wmf](D) A nurse

2. Read the following notes and create a mind-map that contains all the information.  You could colour code/draw illustrations to help you remember certain aspects.

Lennie

Although Lennie is among the principal characters in Of Mice and Men, he is perhaps the least dynamic. He undergoes no significant changes, development, or growth throughout the story and remains exactly as the reader encounters him in the opening pages. Simply put, he loves to pet soft things, is blindly devoted to George and their vision of the farm, and possesses incredible physical strength. Nearly every scene in which Lennie appears confirms these and only these characteristics.

Although Steinbeck’s insistent repetition of these characteristics makes Lennie a rather flat character, Lennie’s simplicity is central to Steinbeck’s conception of the novella. Of Mice and Men is a very short work that manages to build up an extremely powerful impact. Since the tragedy depends upon the outcome seeming to be inevitable, the reader must know from the start that Lennie is doomed, and must be sympathetic to him. Steinbeck achieves these two feats by creating a protagonist who earns the reader’s sympathy because of his utter helplessness in the face of the events that unfold. Lennie is totally defenseless. He cannot avoid the dangers presented by Curley, Curley’s wife, or the world at large. His innocence raises him to a standard of pure goodness that is more poetic and literary than realistic. His enthusiasm for the vision of their future farm proves contagious as he convinces George, Candy, Crooks, and the reader that such a paradise might be possible. But he is a character whom Steinbeck sets up for disaster, a character whose innocence only seems to ensure his inevitable destruction.

George
Like Lennie, George can be defined by a few distinct characteristics. He is short-tempered but a loving and devoted friend, whose frequent protests against life with Lennie never weaken his commitment to protecting his friend. George’s first words, a stern warning to Lennie not to drink so much lest he get sick, set the tone of their relationship. George may be terse and impatient at times, but he never strays from his primary purpose of protecting Lennie.

Unlike Lennie, however, George does change as the story progresses. The reader learns that he is capable of change and growth during his conversation with Slim, during which he admits that he once abused Lennie for his own amusement. From this incident George learned the moral lesson that it is wrong to take advantage of the weak. Of Mice and Men follows him toward a difficult realisation that the world is designed to prey on the weak. At the start of the novella, George is something of an idealist. Despite his hardened, sometimes gruff exterior, he believes in the story of their future farm that he tells and retells to Lennie. He longs for the day when he can enjoy the freedom to leave work and see a baseball game. More important than a ball game, however, is the thought of living in safety and comfort with Lennie, free from people like Curley and Curley’s wife, who seem to exist only to cause trouble for them. Lennie is largely responsible for George’s belief in this safe haven, but eventually the predatory nature of the world asserts itself and George can no longer maintain that belief. By shooting Lennie, George spares his friend the merciless death that would be delivered by Curley’s lynch mob, but he also puts to rest his own dream of a perfect, fraternal world.

Candy
One of the book’s major themes and several of its dominant symbols revolve around Candy. The old handyman, aging and left with only one hand as the result of an accident, worries that the boss will soon declare him useless and demand that he leave the ranch. Of course, life on the ranch—especially Candy’s dog, once an impressive sheep herder but now toothless, foul-smelling, and brittle with age—supports Candy’s fears. Past accomplishments and current emotional ties matter little, as Carson makes clear when he insists that Candy let him put the dog out of its misery. In such a world, Candy’s dog serves as a harsh reminder of the fate that awaits anyone who outlives his usefulness.

For a brief time, however, the dream of living out his days with George and Lennie on their dream farm distracts Candy from this harsh reality. He deems the few acres of land they describe worthy of his hard-earned life’s savings, which testifies to his desperate need to believe in a world kinder than the one in which he lives. Like George, Candy clings to the idea of having the freedom to take up or set aside work as he chooses. So strong is his devotion to this idea that, even after he discovers that Lennie has killed Curley’s wife, he pleads for himself and George to go ahead and buy the farm as planned.

Curley’s wife
Of Mice and Men is not kind in its portrayal of women. In fact, women are treated with contempt throughout the course of the book. Steinbeck generally depicts women as troublemakers who bring ruin on men and drive them mad. Curley’s wife, who walks the ranch as a temptress, seems to be a prime example of this destructive tendency—Curley’s already bad temper has only worsened since their wedding. Aside from wearisome wives, Of Mice and Men  offers limited, rather misogynistic, descriptions of women who are either dead maternal figures or prostitutes.

Despite Steinbeck’s rendering, Curley’s wife emerges as a relatively complex and interesting character. Although her purpose is rather simple in the book’s opening pages—she is the “tramp,” “tart,” and “bitch” that threatens to destroy male happiness and longevity—her appearances later in the novella become more complex. When she confronts Lennie, Candy, and Crooks in the stable, she admits to feeling a kind of shameless dissatisfaction with her life. Her vulnerability at this moment and later—when she admits to Lennie her dream of becoming a movie star—makes her utterly human and much more interesting than the stereotypical vixen in fancy red shoes. However, it also reinforces the novella’s grim worldview. In her moment of greatest vulnerability, Curley’s wife seeks out even greater weaknesses in others, preying upon Lennie’s mental handicap, Candy’s debilitating age, and the color of Crooks’s skin in order to steel herself against harm.

Crooks
Crooks is a lively, sharp-witted, black stable-hand, who takes his name from his crooked back. Like most of the characters in the story, he admits that he is extremely lonely. When Lennie visits him in his room, his reaction reveals this fact. At first, he turns Lennie away, hoping to prove a point that if he, as a black man, is not allowed in white men’s houses, then whites are not allowed in his, but his desire for company ultimately wins out and he invites Lennie to sit with him. Like Curley’s wife, Crooks is a disempowered character who turns his vulnerability into a weapon to attack those who are even weaker. He plays a cruel game with Lennie, suggesting to him that George is gone for good. Only when Lennie threatens him with physical violence does he relent. Crooks exhibits the corrosive effects that loneliness can have on a person; his character evokes sympathy as the origins of his cruel behavior are made evident. Perhaps what Crooks wants more than anything else is a sense of belonging—to enjoy simple pleasures such as the right to enter the bunkhouse or to play cards with the other men. This desire would explain why, even though he has reason to doubt George and Lennie’s talk about the farm that they want to own, Crooks cannot help but ask if there might be room for him to come along and hoe in the garden.
Themes
Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work.

The Predatory Nature of Human Existence
Of Mice and Men teaches a grim lesson about the nature of human existence. Nearly all of the characters, including George, Lennie, Candy, Crooks, and Curley’s wife, admit, at one time or another, to having a profound sense of loneliness and isolation. Each desires the comfort of a friend, but will settle for the attentive ear of a stranger. Curley’s wife admits to Candy, Crooks, and Lennie that she is unhappily married, and Crooks tells Lennie that life is no good without a companion to turn to in times of confusion and need. The characters are rendered helpless by their isolation, and yet, even at their weakest, they seek to destroy those who are even weaker than they. Perhaps the most powerful example of this cruel tendency is when Crooks criticizes Lennie’s dream of the farm and his dependence on George. Having just admitted his own vulnerabilities—he is a black man with a crooked back who longs for companionship—Crooks zeroes in on Lennie’s own weaknesses.

In scenes such as this one, Steinbeck records a profound human truth: oppression does not come only from the hands of the strong or the powerful. Crooks seems at his strongest when he has nearly reduced Lennie to tears for fear that something bad has happened to George, just as Curley’s wife feels most powerful when she threatens to have Crooks lynched. The novella suggests that the most visible kind of strength—that used to oppress others—is itself born of weakness.

Fraternity and the Idealized Male Friendship
One of the reasons that the tragic end of George and Lennie’s friendship has such a profound impact is that one senses that the friends have, by the end of the novella, lost a dream larger than themselves. The farm on which George and Lennie plan to live—a place that no one ever reaches—has a magnetic quality, as Crooks points out. After hearing a description of only a few sentences, Candy is completely drawn in by its magic. Crooks has witnessed countless men fall under the same silly spell, and still he cannot help but ask Lennie if he can have a patch of garden to hoe there. The men in Of Mice and Men desire to come together in a way that would allow them to be like brothers to one another. That is, they want to live with one another’s best interests in mind, to protect each other, and to know that there is someone in the world dedicated to protecting them. Given the harsh, lonely conditions under which these men live, it should come as no surprise that they idealize friendships between men in such a way.

Ultimately, however, the world is too harsh and predatory a place to sustain such relationships. Lennie and George, who come closest to achieving this ideal of brotherhood, are forced to separate tragically. With this, a rare friendship vanishes, but the rest of the world—represented by Curley and Carlson, who watch George stumble away with grief from his friend’s dead body—fails to acknowledge or appreciate it.

The Impossibility of the American Dream
Most of the characters in Of Mice and Men admit, at one point or another, to dreaming of a different life. Before her death, Curley’s wife confesses her desire to be a movie star. Crooks, bitter as he is, allows himself the pleasant fantasy of hoeing a patch of garden on Lennie’s farm one day, and Candy latches on desperately to George’s vision of owning a couple of acres. Before the action of the story begins, circumstances have robbed most of the characters of these wishes. Curley’s wife, for instance, has resigned herself to an unfulfilling marriage. What makes all of these dreams typically American is that the dreamers wish for untarnished happiness, for the freedom to follow their own desires. George and Lennie’s dream of owning a farm, which would enable them to sustain themselves, and, most important, offer them protection from an inhospitable world, represents a prototypically American ideal. Their journey, which awakens George to the impossibility of this dream, sadly proves that the bitter Crooks is right: such paradises of freedom, contentment, and safety are not to be found in this world.

Motifs 
Motifs are recurring structures, contrasts, and literary devices that can help to develop and inform the text’s major themes.

The Corrupting Power of Women
The portrayal of women in Of Mice and Men is limited and unflattering. We learn early on that Lennie and George are on the run from the previous ranch where they worked, due to encountering trouble there with a woman. Misunderstanding Lennie’s love of soft things, a woman accused him of rape for touching her dress. George berates Lennie for his behavior, but is convinced that women are always the cause of such trouble. Their enticing sexuality, he believes, tempts men to behave in ways they would otherwise not.

A visit to the “flophouse” (a cheap hotel, or brothel) is enough of women for George, and he has no desire for a female companion or wife. Curley’s wife, the only woman to appear in Of Mice and Men, seems initially to support George’s view of marriage. Dissatisfied with her marriage to a brutish man and bored with life on the ranch, she is constantly looking for excitement or trouble. In one of her more revealing moments, she threatens to have the black stable-hand lynched if he complains about her to the boss. Her insistence on flirting with Lennie seals her unfortunate fate. Although Steinbeck does, finally, offer a sympathetic view of Curley’s wife by allowing her to voice her unhappiness and her own dream for a better life, women have no place in the author’s idealized vision of a world structured around the brotherly bonds of men.

Loneliness and Companionship
Many of the characters admit to suffering from profound loneliness. George sets the tone for these confessions early in the novella when he reminds Lennie that the life of a ranch-hand is among the loneliest of lives. Men like George who migrate from farm to farm rarely have anyone to look to for companionship and protection. As the story develops, Candy, Crooks, and Curley’s wife all confess their deep loneliness. The fact that they admit to complete strangers their fear of being cast off shows their desperation. In a world without friends to confide in, strangers will have to do. Each of these characters searches for a friend, someone to help them measure the world, as Crooks says. In the end, however, companionship of his kind seems unattainable. For George, the hope of such companionship dies with Lennie, and true to his original estimation, he will go through life alone.

Strength and Weakness
Steinbeck explores different types of strength and weakness throughout the novella. The first, and most obvious, is physical strength. As the story opens, Steinbeck shows how Lennie possesses physical strength beyond his control, as when he cannot help killing the mice. Great physical strength is, like money, quite valuable to men in George and Lennie’s circumstances. Curley, as a symbol of authority on the ranch and a champion boxer, makes this clear immediately by using his brutish strength and violent temper to intimidate the men and his wife.

Physical strength is not the only force that oppresses the men in the book. It is the rigid, predatory human tendencies, not Curley, that defeat Lennie and George in the end. Lennie’s physical size and strength prove powerless; in the face of these universal laws, he is utterly defenseless and therefore disposable.

Symbols 
Symbols are objects, characters, figures, and colors used to represent abstract ideas or concepts.

George and Lennies’ Farm
The farm that George constantly describes to Lennie—those few acres of land on which they will grow their own food and tend their own livestock—is one of the most powerful symbols in the book. It seduces not only the other characters but also the reader, who, like the men, wants to believe in the possibility of the free, idyllic life it promises. Candy is immediately drawn in by the dream, and even the cynical Crooks hopes that Lennie and George will let him live there too. A paradise for men who want to be masters of their own lives, the farm represents the possibility of freedom, self-reliance, and protection from the cruelties of the world.

Lennie’s Puppy
Lennie’s puppy is one of several symbols that represent the victory of the strong over the weak. Lennie kills the puppy accidentally, as he has killed many mice before, by virtue of his failure to recognize his own strength. Although no other character can match Lennie’s physical strength, the huge Lennie will soon meet a fate similar to that of his small puppy. Like an innocent animal, Lennie is unaware of the vicious, predatory powers that surround him.

Candy’s Dog
In the world Of Mice and Men  Candy’s dog represents the fate awaiting anyone who has outlived his or her purpose. Once a fine sheepdog, useful on the ranch, Candy’s mutt is now debilitated by age. Candy’s sentimental attachment to the animal—his plea that Carlson let the dog live for no other reason than that Candy raised it from a puppy—means nothing at all on the ranch. Although Carlson promises to kill the dog painlessly, his insistence that the old animal must die supports a cruel natural law that the strong will dispose of the weak. Candy internalizes this lesson, for he fears that he himself is nearing an age when he will no longer be useful at the ranch, and therefore no longer welcome.
3. Discuss the role of foreshadowing in the work

Read the sample answer and see if you can spot all the reasons why this wouldn’t achieve above a ‘D’ grade.  Use this sample answer as a template or basis for your response and add to it to make it a C or above.  
Of Mice and Men is an extremely structured work in which each detail anticipates a plot development that follows. Almost every scene points toward the inevitable tragic ending. In the first scene, we learn that Lennie likes to stroke mice and other soft creatures, but has a tendency to kill them accidentally. This foreshadows the death of his puppy and the death of Curley’s wife. Furthermore, when George recounts that Lennie once grabbed a woman’s dress and would not let go, the reader anticipates that similar trouble will arise at the ranch, especially once Curley’s flirtatious wife appears on the scene. Finally, Lennie’s panicked but brutal squeezing of Curley’s hand anticipates the force with which he grabs Curley’s wife by the throat, unintentionally breaking her neck.

The events surrounding Candy’s dog, meanwhile, parallel Lennie’s fate. Candy is devoted to the animal, just as George is devoted to Lennie, yet the old man must live through the death of his companion, who is shot in the back of the head, just as Lennie is killed at the end of the book. When Candy voices regret that he should have shot his own dog rather than allow Carlson to do it, his words clearly foreshadow the difficult decision that George makes to shoot Lennie rather than leave the deed to Curley’s lynch mob. The comparison between the two “gentle animals” is obvious; both are victims of a plot carefully designed for tragedy.
What is wrong with this sample answer?  

It answers the question, but only DESCRIBES.  You can add ‘so?’ after many of the points.  Turn the description into analysis – so what does this suggest? so how does this create tension in the text? 
It also needs quotations to support the points and the candidate needs to analyse the language used.  So what does this word suggest?  
It also needs reference to context (the values, mores, attitudes of the time and since it was written) So how does this show values of the time?
Finally, authorial intentions?  What are Steinbeck’s intentions in using foreshadowing?
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